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a fuller knowledge of God than was possible for the
seekers after God in the heathen world, we must
beware of neglecting what is common to us and to
them. Surely tins fuller teaching was not meant to
destroy but to fulfil whatever genuine aspirations
after God were to be found in men of old. In the
study of any branch of science, it is possible for the
student so to devote his attention to the most recent
acquisitions, to the novelties of yesterday, as to leave
himself but ill-acquainted with the more elementary,
but fundamental, principles of the science. So I
believe it is possible for a man to get puzzled by
running after theological speculations and subtleties
to the neglect of what is fundamental and more im-
portant. Such perplexities are best got over on the
sohitur amlulando principle. Endeavours to unravel
the knots are all very well in their proper place;
but after all, it is by endeavouring to follow the will
of God according to our lights that these perplexities
are best allayed.

In considering the subject of the relations of man
to God, one of the most important questions that can
be asked is, Is it possible in any way for man to hold
communion with God ? May he address Him in
prayer ? What is the object of so doing ? What
are the beneficial results that may be expected
therefrom ?